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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Management of Reading Certification
System by Elementary School Libraries in Gapyeong,
Gyeonggi—do

Ryu, Yeoni
Major in Library and Information Science
Dept. of Library and Information Science

Graduate School, Hansung University

Reading education in elementary schools is important because it
contributes to the development of an academic foundation, provides new
knowledge and information, and forms an open-minded character
through vicarious experience of various lives. Although the important
benefits of reading are acknowledged by teachers, parents and students
alike, the rate of reading is falling because of provocative media such
as TV and computer games surrounding students nowadays. Reading
education programs have been reinforced because of the low rate of
reading, and one of them is the Reading Certification System. Studies
on the Reading Certification System have only included schools in
parts of regions, but there has never been a comprehensive study on
all schools of a certain region.

This study investigates and analyzes the management of the
Reading Certification System in 13 elementary school libraries in

Gapyeong County in Gyeonggi-do, which has been running the system
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since 2010, indicating problems and providing ways to resolve them. It
looks into the role of school libraries and the types of reading
education; the types of Reading Certification System and their contents;
and the 'Water - Stars - Forest Reading Certification System’. a
Reading Certification System program run by elementary schools in
Gapyeong. It also held a survey to analyze the system’s management,
the level of satisfaction and effectiveness, and reading motivation
factors for the students.

The results of the studies are as follows. First, the elementary
schools of Gapyeong County had formed a reading environment of a
class library along with a morning reading time. The system had a
high participation level among the lower grades and female students,
while cooperation among homeroom teachers and librarians was going
well. With the certification of reading activities, many schools did
editing such as spelling correction and writing classes. Reading
activities were done online and offline, with offline activities preferred.
The most popular ones were writing letters to the main character,
writing book reports, and drawing pictures. Secondly, satisfaction levels
were fairly high among the librarians in charge of the system. They
felt that the operation of the Reading Certification System increased the
use of books and libraries, had positive influences on the students’
emotional health, improved reading abilities and contributed to reading
motivation. They also believed that the Reading Certification System
was necessary to continue reading education. Thirdly, students who
participated in system showed that they participated in the activities
with interest, read more than before, and became more interested in
books. The factors for the high reading motivation shown by
Gapyeong’s elementary school students were internal ones such as a
sense of efficacy and involvement and external ones such as

competition and compliance.
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Based on the results of the analysis, the Reading Certification
System could be improved in the following ways. First, the system
needs to be run on a separate budget. The budget will be used to
upgrade book report activity notebooks and reading record books and
also to provide prizes to increase student participation, praise them, and
encourage them. Second, there should be a selection committee for
recommended books to consider and select books according to grade
levels and reading levels. They should also check that the students are
actually reading the recommended books, and that the selected books
are suitable for the students’ reading levels. Third, there needs to be
improvements for reading activities that include the upper grades and
male students who have shown low participation levels in the system,
with a focal point on the "Book Partner” program and the "Book
Making” activities for boys. Fourth, schools need more reading
activities that encourage talking such as "Reading Discussion,”
"Reading Interview” and "3 Minute Talk” to develop students’
imagination and thinking skills. The fifth is to enhance ‘interaction,’ a
motivation factor, so that students expand their reading certification by
sharing their reading activities with their families and by joining
reading clubs. T hope the results of this paper will be used as a
reference when implementing the Reading Certification System in
elementary schools, and that it will be an opportunity in changing

perspective when applying the system.

[KEYWORD] Reading Certification System, Reading Education,
Elementary School Library
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