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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Domestic Violence :
Current Situation, Major Problems and Preventive

Measures

Kim Young Man

Major in Social Welfare

Dept. of Social Welfare Administration
Graduate School of Public Administration

Hansung University

We tend to view the family as a social institution in which love and
harmony abound. However, the opposite is often true, with violence
pervasive in Korean families. Korean tradition tended to see the
family or domestic violence as private family matters refusing outside
intervention by legal authorities as well as social organizations. Thus,
human rights of a woman in the family have often been neglected.

Realizing the seriousness of domestic violence, the Korean National
Assembly enacted the Special Law on Family Violence and the
Prevention Law of Family Violence in 1997. Also, the Ministry of
Gender Equality, which was established in 2001, has been in charge of
making and implementing the policies on the family violence. Under
the policies, a variety of institutions, programs and services have come
into being, namely, domestic violence counseling centers, shelters for

battered women, 'woman hotline 1366, and so on. Also, special
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educational programs on domestic violence have been available not only
in public and private schools but also through various inter media.

This study attempted to review the domestic violence in Korea in
terms of its theoretical background, incidences , gaps between
problematic situations and services, and to suggest practical measures
to improve the situation.

Based on the limited findings, this study suggests both microscopic
and macroscopic measures. In regard to the microscopic programs,
some family casework services are needed, which include counseling,
assistance in finding a job and legal help. Services to battered women
may include ’saefty planning’, which is an empowerment approach to
help women develop resources to maintain their safety. Second,
financial and manpower assistance should be provided by government
to counseling centers, shelters and other social service agencies. Third,
social programs for the husbands should also be established, which
may include group therapy for batterers, marriage counseling for both
spouses, etc.

Macroscopic measures can be included: to establish systematic social
network among domestic violence prevention organizations; stronger
enforcement of the family violence laws and regulations; more efficient
operation of enforcement agencies, including police, prosecutors and

courts.
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