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ABSTRACT

Park Won—hee’'s Women's Liberation Movement and

Thought in 1920s

Ahn, Mi Kyoung
Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

Graduate School, Hansung University

This paper examines Park Won-hee who acted as a socialist feminist in
1920s under the Japanese rule. The purpose of this paper is to contemplate
women'’s liberation movement and thought of Park Won-hee. We will come to
see the women who made efforts to solve the women’s problem of the Japanese
colonial period by connecting with the national liberation and class strife and will
understand women's liberation of the Seoul group that she belonged to.

Park Won-hee was born in Daejeon, Chungnam in 1898. Her father died when
she was three years old and she grew up under widowed-mother’'s care. She
could graduate from the department of education of Gyeongseung Girls’ High
School thanks to the love of her mother and the influence of her brother who
played the role of father. She also taught students after graduation, but she felt
skepticism about her reality as a teacher with the March 1st Movement as a
momentum. She quit teaching in 1920 and came to Seoul. And she paid attention
to national problems and social problems by seeing the activities in Joseon Labor
Mutual Aid Association of her brother. Meanwhile, she came to meet Kim
Sa-guk and accepted socialism. She married him and went to Japan. There she

- 53 -



recognized the position of workers and worried about the solution of the
women’'s problem working as a suit weaver and studying. After reading
sociological books, she accepted women’s liberation thoughts.

Park Won-hee came back from Japan and gave a lecture with the theme ’the
Rebellion of Women' in March 1923 and participated in ‘the All-Joseon Youth
Congress’ held by Seoul Youth Society. However she moved to the north Gando
where her husband wanted by the police was living. She inspired students with
independence and challenge and spread socialism working as an English teacher
of Dongyvang School in Yongjeong, the north Gando. Meanwhile, she was
involved in ‘the Dongyang School Incident’ and was imprisoned, but she made
efforts to internalize the women's liberation thought by translating the works of
Ellen Key and so on. Unfortunately she was pregnant at that time and she
suffered the pain of miscarriage. This experience became a momentum for her to
pay peculiar attention to the protection of maternity afterwards.

Park Won-hee had her indictment suspended and was released and came back
to Seoul. She started the activities for women’s liberation in earnest participating
m Gwangjin Women's Society. She was a projector and member of executive
committee of Joseon Women's Society which was the first socialist women's
organization organized in May 1924. She rose as a prominent figure of the
socialist women’'s movement circles acting as the representative of Gyeongseung
Women Youth Society and member of central executive committee of Jungang
Women Youth League. She made efforts for the propaganda and spread of
women'’s liberation thoughts through lectures and contributions to the press as
the leading part of these various women's organizations. In addition, she
participated to Geun-u-hoe and Sin—gan—hoe established following the demands
of National Cooperation Front and thereby conducted activities for national
liberation movement. Moreover she participated in Goryeo Communist League
which was a secret socialist group of the Seoul group and also participated in
socialist movement as a member of executive committee of Seoul Youth Society.

Park Won-hee’s women's liberation thought came from the anger about the
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realistic conditions of women in colonial Joseon. She said that the reality was
that Joseon's women had no legal rights and were handled as a tool for
production but there was no facility for the protection of maternity and that the
women of the proletariat were afflicted with severe labor. Furthermore, she
thought that the society emphasized the principle of a wise mother and good
wife and let fail to recognize the reality that women were made as a tool. She
grasped the cause of this status of women to be the traditional feudal society
and the system of capitalism. She thought that the ideal society was a society in
which the protection of maternity, the gender equality and the independence and
freedom of wives are guaranteed and realized.

Park Won-hee thought that women’'s liberation 1s impossible in the system of
capitalism and is possible only when the system of capitalism is changed into
the system of socialism. She acknowledged the freedom of form brought by the
system of capitalism, but she thought that the national women’s liberation
movement under the system of capitalism could not solve the fundamental
problems of women because it could not solve the problems of the women of the
proletariat. She maintained that the true liberation of women is conducted with
the liberation of the proletariat and the national liberation movement should be
conducted together for this.

However, Park Won-hee was parted from Kim Sa-guk, her husband, by death
m 1926 and died herself due to an illness on January 5th, 1928 and left a young
daughter. She did not give up the ideal of women's liberation until the last

moment.
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