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ABSTRACT

Study on the Way to Go for the ROK Military Structures in

Response to Current and Potential Threats

— In Focus of ROK Special Operation Forces' Organization

Structure—

Kim, Ki—-Duk

Major in Division of National Defence
Management

Dept. of Business Administration
Graduate School of Business Administration

Hansung University

Today, not only do we face DPRK's military threats, but also
transnational threats such as international threats and many domestic
foreign threats. Future warfare is expected to change dramatically
following Enormous development in technology and information. To
affectively respond to and overcome this rapidly changing security
situation, the military is undergoing military reform('12~'30) and
strategical environment change of 21st century is pushing our military to

effectively and actively respond to persistent threats of DPRK and rapidly
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changing security environment while achieving various operation execution
capability. In this turning point of the security environment, the role of
special operation forces is bigger than ever. Looking from this perspective,
this research will deal with development plans for Army-Navy-Air Force
special forces that will act as QRF responding to persistent threats and
potential threats. This research will be composed of total 6 chapters.

On chapter 1, the introduction, the purpose of the research was
discussed. SOF activity in the Afghan war, persistent and potential threats
of current security environment, and whether current SOF structure was
suitable for responding to non-military threats was discussed. Also the
research method and range was discussed as well. As data related to
special operations is often confidential, the research shows the opinion of
the writer based on limited but public data.

On chapter 2, the inquiry of special operations, which includes the
definition of special operations, forms of special operations, and special
operation conducting procedure, was reorganized based on public data to
show SOF mission characteristics. Also, many accounts of special
operations including few recent ones such as the Afghan war were
summarized. This showed the importance of SOF before, during, and
after war and set the footstone for how to approach the problem of
"how should the special forces be employed” when undergoing local
dispute by identifying SOF independent operations and Army-Navy-Air
Force key operation support.

On chapter 3, current status and problems of ROK SOF was
identified based on data seen from chapter 3. SOF of Army-Navy-Air
Force is employed under its respective force during armistice and then is
OPCON transferred to Special Warfare Command of the Army. This
dually divided armistice and wartime control structure shows problems of
lack of battle preparation time in terms of jointness and lack of

communication between forces, limiting effective operation execution.
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On chapter 4, future warfare and security environment aspect was
presented based on ROK 2012 issue of National Defense'. Also, based on
examples of recent special operations from chapter 2 and current status
and problems of ROK SOF from chapter 3, capabilities needed for ROK
SOF were proposed.

On chapter 5, based on the problems shown from chapter 4,
establishment of joint special warfare command and development course
of the Army-Navy-Air Force SOF was proposed.

On chapter 6, overall summary and the importance of SOF was
highlighted. The development proposal for ROK SOF structure reform is
the most effective structure for responding to use of nuclear weapons of

DPRK, future potential threats, and non-military threats.

(Key Words] Military Reform(12~°30), Quick Response Forces, ROK

Special Operation Forces, Joint Special Operations Command
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