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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Effects of New-Generation Soldiers’ Stress
on Their Suicide Impulse

Lee, Sang Jo

Major in Division of National Defence Management
Department of Business Administration
Graduate School of Business Administration
Hansung University

There have been few studies about soldiers’ job stress, even
though the military organization is most susceptible to stress. In
such a circumstance, this study was aimed at surveying and
analyzing new-generation soldiers’ job stress and thereupon,
suggesting the ways to prevent their suicide impulse or the most
extreme side effect of such stress.

The results of this study can be summarized as follows;

First, our soldiers’ perceptions of their job stress could be
categorized into those from military organization itself, jobs,
environment of the military camp and human relationship. They
were found to be stressed most by jobs, followed by environment
of the military camp, human relationship and military organization
itself in their order.

Second, the pre-service problems troubling our soldiers most
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were relationship with girl friends and financial conditions, while the
in-service problems they were suffering most were financial
conditions and family problems. Namely, the financial problems
could not be resolved even after they were drafted for their military
services. However, our soldiers’ human relationships were improved
a little after they began to serve the military.

Third, our soldiers were found most satisfied with human
relationship, followed by environment of the military camp, military
organization itself and jobs in their order. Their satisfaction with
their overall military life scored a little higher or 68.03%.

Fourth, the absolute majority of our soldiers did not felt any
suicide impulse, but since 55% of them had often felt a suicide
impulse, our military organization is deemed obliged not to dismiss
such soldiers.

Lastly, in terms of relative influence, the variable affecting our
soldiers’ suicide impulse was the stress caused by job followed by
in-service financial conditions, environment of the military camp and
pre-service human relationship in their order.

As discussed above, our soldiers’ suicide impulse was found to
be influenced by not only their personal variables but also other
factors related with their military life. Hence, in order to help our
new-generation soldiers adapt themselves to their military life, our
military organization should make efforts to help them understand
the military culture correctly and thereby, suggest a proper direction
for establishment of an adequate military culture. After all, the
military culture pursued by our military organization should ride the

current of the time as well as befit its environment, while serving

_60_



to Invigorate every military member and form a consensus among
them. In this context, our military organization is requested to
improve the current negative factors of the military culture and
thereby, prevent the accidents during the military service and

establish a proper military culture.
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