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ABSTRACT

Japan™~s Military Build—up and Korea™s Countermeasure
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Han, Kwang—Chul
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Hansung University

Increasement of Japanese military power, regarding the sudden rise
of China and the global security strategy of United States, is clearly being
emerged in Northeast Asia. Japan, which had been prohibited from
possession of an army and authority of engagement via the constitution
of peace ever since the defeat of World War II, started to expand the
security policy in order to cope with a new form of threat for national
defense and furthermore for global dimension after Cold War period.
Japan’s conservative party and America’s requirement of extension in
regional security are the main influential factors that led Japanese military
power to build up while amendment of the constitution and the opposing
party are the hinderance to the augmentation.

As a matter of fact, the military reinforcement of Japan has brought a
great impact on insurance of Korean security both in positive and
negative ways as well as in political, economical aspect. Prime Minister

of Japan has officially stated the Right of Collective Self Defense and as
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a result the military reinforcement has been actualized and Arms Race in
Northeast Asia will be intense. Therefore, in a short term, Republic of
Korea executed countermeasure based on criteria and strengthen the flow
in the military cooperation and establish trust with Japan and reinforce
the alliance between Republic of Korea and United States. In a long
term, the insurance in capacity of autonomous security, Northeast Asia
peace policy through continuous development in security cooperative
system with United States and lastly, the establishment of security
cooperative organization within Unite States as a lead are the key factors
to deterrent the conflicts in Northeast Asia and Korean peninsula.
Republic of Korea must remember its miserable history and investigate
measurements in various aspects and promote it for the stabilization of

Korean peninsula.
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