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ABSTRACT

The Rok-US Strategic Alliance Suggestions
for the future development direction

—Conversion of the wartime operationl control measures
focusing on the development of the Rok-US Alliance-

Choi Soung Hee

Major in Division of National Defence
Management

Dept. of Business Administration

Graduate School of Business Administration

Hansung University

The term "alliance” generally suggests "an allied group of which
members agreed upon sharing their military forces to gain mutual benefits,
accomplish certain objectives, and protect their nations from outer threats.”
Therefore, strictly speaking, an alliance is a type of a relationship based on
carefully devised plans and possible benefits. In regards of the alliance between
the United States and South Korea, the United States had been the first nation
which established its diplomatic relationship with South Korea, had assisted
Korea liberating from Japan, and participated in Korean War which was caused
by North’s invasion into South. Moreover, not only the Unites States has
provided financial support and foreign market pool to South Korea, but also it
functioned as some kind of 'patron’ or 'blood-tied ally’ to South Korea until
South Korea transformed itself into the country of ‘rapid economic development’

and that of ‘democracy’.
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The US-ROK alliance, to keep itself tight for a long time, should be
developed as the strategic circumstances change. In particular, the alliance must
obtain its flexibility on the legal and institutional matters to cope with possible
issues about North Korea, the US. Forces in Korea, and other threats, so that
the policies would be valid until 2020, not just for the current administration.
Repeatedly, the U.S. and South Korea should develop rationale of the necessity
of the US-ROK alliance which is effective both before and after the transfer of
the Wartime Operational Control over South Korean territory, and also both
countries should move on to 'permanent collaboration’ for their mutual security
aims. Especially, South Korea has to preserve the stationing of the U.S. Forces
in Korea in preparation of an unforeseen occurrence in North Korea. Even after
North Korea would collapse, the U.S. Forces will still be needed in Korea to
confront with the growing giant, China.

The transfer of the Wartime Operational Control and following changes
in command relations between the US. and South Korea will have the
significant meaning on the change of security environment around the Korean
Peninsula caused by the rise of China. That is because a modification of current
operational plans of the Unites Nations Command and the Combined Forces
Command would be inevitable, and a new military plan should be established for
uncertain threateners besides North Korea. Eventually, China, anticipating all
these unavoidable changes, would try to make countermeasures. Therefore, South
Korea should develop tactics to effectively use the US-ROK alliance in
China-ROK  relationship considering the transfer of the Wartime Operational
Control, the changes in command relations between the U.S. and South Korea,
and the improvement of South Korea's independent ability to execute war.

Finally, it is important that the US-ROK alliance should be modified in
adaptation to the latest security circumstances featured by the rise of Chinaand
the competition and collaboration among the regional nations. In this context,
theU.S. and South Korea should agree on the security of strategic flexibility, the

relocation and reduction of the U.S. Forces in Korea, the transfer of the Wartime
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Operational Control and the changes in command relations between the U.S. and
South Korea, and the changes in the role and position of the United Nations
Command.

To maintain these strategic course, South Korea, in a short term, should
complete the military preparation on the national defense architecture framework
including CAISR for the efficient and smooth transfer of the Wartime Operational
Control. In a long term, South Korea should extend the role of the US-ROK
alliance under the new command system, and gradually reduce the U.S. Forces
in Korea until the year of 2020. These plans must be mainly considered when
South Korea coordinates the US-ROK alliance after the transfer of the Wartime
Operational Controland the national strategy of unified Korea.

For the past half century, the US-ROK alliance has been the imperative
shield for South Korea,and has been quite unbalanced because of its one-sided
relationship. However, South Koreahas achieved extraordinary development in
economy and politics and its role and responsibility in international community
have thoroughly been changed. Since South Korea holds enough power and
influence over controlling the nation’s security conditions, it can play a leading
role in deciding the national destiny. Hence, the US-ROK alliance should turn
into mature relationship between the two countries in which they deal with

North Korea issues and other international affairs collaboratively.
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