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[ABSTRACT]

Transnational Knowledge Field as Sites of Memory

on the Japanese Military “Comfort Women”

: Focusing on the Study of “Comfort Women” in the English-
Speaking Regions

Eunkyung Kim

This paper reviews the trends and issues of transnational knowledge
field as sites of memory on the Japanese military “comfort women” for the
first time among related studies, Based on the achievements of various
academic disciplines presented in English-speaking regions, this paper aims
to start a new discussion by breaking away from the awareness of “comfort
women” that have been a symbol of colonial damage. The conclusions of
this study are as follows. First, studies on comfort women in English-
speaking regions mostly use English and Japanese languages as references,
This phenomenon can lead to biased production of knowledge. Knowledge
of Korea or East Asia is introduced to English-speaking regions via Japan,
and the reality in which such knowledge is reproduced through citations
needs to be discussed more in-depth regarding the imbalance of the
knowledge production structure, Second, except for a small number of
publications on historical revisionism, there are very few the composition of
‘forced vs, voluntary’ and ‘sex slave vs, prostitute’ in the transnational
knowledge field. Despite widely accepted concept of sex slaves, a number

of studies do not separate from sex slaves and forced labor, forced
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prostitution, Third, some studies point out the patriarchal system of Korea
as the reason that made women silent after the war, reducing it down to
cultural differences. 1t is understood as an Asian characteristic or Confucian
tradition of Korea in English-speaking regions. This essentialistic approach
reproduces orientalism and racism, Fourth, Japanese military “comfort
women” are understood to be violence against women and human rights
issues of women in transnational knowledge field, The human rights
paradigm centered around the Western ‘first world’ contributed to
generalize the history of “comfort women” into a transnational memory, but
it is necessary to look back on the reality in which this memory otherizes

‘women’ of ‘Asia’ on the one hand,

Key words : Japanese military “comfort women,” transnational memory, transna-
tional knowledge field, sexual slavery, violence of women, wom-
en'’s rights as human rights
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