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A Study on the Relative Importance and Priority of
Supporting Policies for SMEs Using the AHP Method:
Focused on Small- and Medium-Sized Clothing
Manufacturing Companies

In-Ja Baek® - Kanghwa Choi**

Abstract

Recently, the government’'s support policies for small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
in Korea has varied widely. Furthermore, due to the mismatch between the supply and demand
of these policies, support for SMEs is somewhat limited in representing the voices of the SME
field. Therefore, this study used the analytic hierarchy process (AHP) to measure priority ranking
on the governmental support attributes that SME managers employ to promote their sustainable
growth in order to investigate critical supporting policies for small and medium venture businesses.

According to the results of the AHP methodology, SMEs prioritize funding or manpower
support as the most important governmental support alternative. In particular, support in the
form of loan and credit guarantee alternatives is recognized as the most critical aid for individual
companies with relatively small sales volumes, while corporate and external audit companies
with relatively large sales highly value support factors for facility funds to accelerate growth in
the mid- and long-term. Therefore, this study offers strategic initiatives to prioritize various

governmental support policies that are suitable for clothing manufacturing SMEs based on the

sales scale or type of business characteristics of SMEs.

Keywords: Venture - SMEs, SME Supporting Policy, AHP, Sales Scale, Business Type
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