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<ABSTRACT>

Effects of Online Translator Use on EFL College Students’
Writing Skill and their Self-evaluation of Writing Skill

Lee Jong-Eun(Hansung University)

This study investigated to what extent online translator use influences EFL college
students’ writing ability. Divided into two, the students of online dictionary group (n =
46) used an online dictionary for looking up words and those of online translator group
(n = 45) edited their drafts with online translators for eight weeks. Comparisons were
made between the students in the two groups regarding the scores of the pre— and
post— writings and the self-evaluation on their English writing skills. The results found
that the students of the online translator group achieved higher scores in terms of
content and punctuation, which indicated that the students have benefited from focusing
on the content with the help of online translators. In addition, although the
self-evaluation of the students in the two groups has not much changed, those who
used the online translators believed that their punctuation skill has improved. These
findings show that the use of online translators has a positive effect on students’
English writing skills and their self-evaluation of English writing skills. Therefore, it
seems that it is more necessary to discuss various English writing activities and
teaching methods that can be used in classes using online translators.

* Key words: Online translator, L2 writing, Self-evaluation of writing
skill



