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ABSTRACT

Utilization and Growth of Water Transportation
Roads by Securing Liaodong in Goguryeo

Choi, Sang—Geun
Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

The Graduate School

Hansung University

The purpose of this study is to examine the local governance system
and acid distribution patterns established after Goguryeo secured the
Liaodong area, and to understand the impact of the use of water
transportation routes connecting the rivers and seas of Liaodong on
Goguryeo's growth and foreign policy.

Existing studies have focused on the process of entering Liaodong, the
function of the mountain fortress, and the use of land transportation
routes, but studies on water transportation routes linking the rivers and
seas of Liaodong have been somewhat insufficient. In particular, there are
some inadequate areas regarding the use of rivers in Liaodong. Therefore,
this study attempted to examine the transportation system used after
securing Liaodong by linking Goguryeo's entry into Liaodong, the

domination of the Liaodong area, and the establishment of Sanseong and
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transportation routes.

First, the process of Goguryeo's entry into Liaodong and the historical
background of securing Liaodong during the King Gwanggaeto era were
reviewed. After that, Goguryeo ruled the area by constructing a fortress
and dispatching local officials to defend against conflicts with Chinese
forces. The fortress was a building built on the main road of the
transportation route and served as a transportation hub. In particular, it
was confirmed that the main fortresses of Liaodong were built in river
basins and key points of coastal transportation, and it was revealed that
these fortresses functioned not only for military purposes but also as a
central base for local governance and water transportation.

Through this, it was revealed that major rivers and estuaries of the
Yalu River, such as Choha, Acha, Daeyangha, and Byeokryuha, were
connected to sea transportation routes along the Yellow Sea and Balhae
Bay coast, and used water transportation routes connecting Pyongyang
and Liaodong China.

In particular, the movement of the population was wused as a
diplomatic channel with Song(5%), the southern Chinese dynasty. At that
time, going to Song through land was a way to go through the northern
Wei, and there were difficulties in movement due to the relationship
between the northern Wei and Song. While securing Liaodong, it was
possible to efficiently utilize diplomatic movement based on water
transportation routes using the southern Liaodong. This movement
enabled a diplomatic war with its own interests in competition with the
Chinese dynasty.

In summary, Goguryeo utilized Liaodong as a space connecting
military, economy, and transportation rather than just a border area with
China, and was able to efficiently utilize the movement of materials,

populations, and troops based on water transportation routes. In the end,
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it was confirmed that securing Liaodong and using water transportation
routes served as an important factor in Goguryeo's growth into a strong
country in Northeast Asia after King Gwanggaeto by stabilizing
Goguryeo's local governance system and laying the foundation for

external activities.

(Key—words] Goguryeo(&4jg8), Liaodong(EB), Provincial Rule(ih/7#f
¥8), Mountain Fortress(lLi#), Transportation Route(%Z @)
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