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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Acceptance and Utilization of the
Twelve Zodiac Deities in Silla

Son, Su—Yeon
Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study examines, within a single continuous flow, the process
by which the Twelve Zodiac images (=3 %) were accepted, emerged,
and transformed in Silla, in order to clarify the changing meaning that
these images held within Silla society.

The Twelve Zodiac (+=3%) refers to the twelve characters Ja(+),
Chuk(#), In(#), MyoUD), Jin(R), Sa(B), O(F), MiCGR), Sin(#H), Yu
(#), Sul(®), and Hae(%), which were given form as the twelve animals:
the rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster,
dog, and pig. These images first appear in China, where the Twelve
Zodiac, initially represented only as written characters, came to symbolize
direction and time, and were later given form as animal-headed and
human-bodied figures (ERSEA &F/). While Silla adopted the Chinese

Twelve Zodiac images, it developed its own distinctive trajectory in terms
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of both placement and iconography. In particular, the practice of carving
the Twelve Zodiac images onto the hoseok (), the stone enclosure
surrounding the exterior of a royal tomb mound, is attested nowhere else
in East Asia but Silla, and the depiction of the figures in martial,
armor—clad form bearing weapons (E#) is likewise unique to Silla.

The Twelve Zodiac images accepted in Silla appeared as grave goods
(B1%E, bujang—hyeong) interred inside the tomb chamber, or as separately
buried objects (i, maenap—hyeong) placed outside it. Twelve Zodiac
images of the interred type, including the bronze figures excavated from
the Yonggang-dong tomb in Gyeongju, show a stepwise shift from
placement as grave goods inside the tomb toward separate burial outside
it, a process in which the iconography also changed from civilian attire
to martial/armored form, reinforcing the images' protective character.

The Twelve Zodiac images subsequently began to appear on the
exterior hoseok of royal tombs, a development made possible by changes
in the structure of the hoseok itself. The hoseok of Silla royal tombs
evolved from natural fieldstones, through dressed long rectangular stones,
to a combination of myeonseok ([, upright slab stones) and taengseok
(A, buttress pillar stones). This structural change is closely tied to the
adoption of Buddhist stone pagoda architecture. The fact that the hoseok
structure formed by myeonseok and taengseok resembles the structure of
a pagoda’s base, together with the fact that the carving of Twelve Zodiac
images in relief on royal tomb hoseok began at a point coinciding with
the development of Buddhist culture, indicates that Silla royal tombs were
gradually transformed into spaces bearing the character of Buddhist
pagodas. The hoseok Twelve Zodiac images found at ten royal tombs,
including those of King Seongdeok, King Gyeongdeok, King Wonseong,
and King Heungdeok, served the symbolic function of protecting the

tomb and visually manifesting royal authority.
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The Twelve Zodiac images also spread beyond the space of the royal
tomb to Buddhist stone monuments. By the ninth century, stone pagodas
combined the Four Heavenly Kings (FUKFE ), the Eight Legions (/\ZpER
%), and the Twelve Zodiac images into a hierarchical assembly of
guardian deities (#5R), showing that the meaning of the Twelve Zodiac
images had expanded from a guardian specific to the royal tomb to a
member of the assembly protecting the Buddhist Dharma (f#i%). Amid
the political turmoil of Silla in the late ninth century, the carving of
Twelve Zodiac images on royal tomb hoseok declined, but the style was
not severed and was carried forward into the royal tomb culture of
Goryeo and Joseon.

The spread of the Twelve Zodiac image tradition shows that its
meaning was universalized beyond the specific domain of the royal tomb
across Silla society as a whole, and that this tradition continued to be
transformed and carried forward into Goryeo and Joseon after Silla. This
study is significant in that it comprehensively examines the changes in the
placement and iconography of the Twelve Zodiac images, together with
the historical circumstances that shaped them, within a single continuous

flow.

[Keywords) Silla(#r5&), The Twelve Zodiac(+—=%1%), Royal Tomb(F

&), Hoseok(Stone Enclosure, ##7f), Decorated Stone

Pagoda (i £&+%)
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