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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Design of Vocabulary Practice
Activities to Improve the Vocabulary Ability
of Korean Language Learners
—Focusing on Intermediate—Level Learners—

Jeong, Hye—-Lin
Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language Education

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study aims to explore methods for organizing vocabulary
practice activities that enable Korean language learners to enhance their
vocabulary proficiency and practically utilize learned vocabulary in real
communicative situations. In particular, intermediate learners often face a
heavy burden due to the rapidly increasing volume of vocabulary, which
can lead to a learning plateau. Therefore, this study proposes a
framework for organizing vocabulary practice activities that can be
effectively utilized in intermediate Korean language classrooms.

Korean vocabulary education aims to improve learners’ vocabulary
proficiency. In alignment with the ultimate goal of Korean language

education—enhancing communicative competence—learners’ vocabulary
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proficiency must extend beyond merely accumulating lexical knowledge; it
must be manifested in actual communicative contexts. Accordingly, this
study focuses on designing meaningful vocabulary practice activities within
the educational setting to bridge the gap between vocabulary practice and
real-world language use.

Consisting of five chapters, this study proposes a method for
organizing vocabulary practice activities based on theoretical reviews and
an analysis of existing textbooks. Chapter 2 reviews the goals of
vocabulary education and vocabulary proficiency, followed by an
examination of the stages of vocabulary teaching and learning, as well as
types of practice activities. Chapter 3 analyzes intermediate integrated
textbooks to identify the current status of vocabulary education. The
analysis is based on six criteria: step—by—step organization of practice
activities, diversity of activity types, repetitive use of target vocabulary,
promotion of linked learning using vocabulary background knowledge,
integration with language skills, and the use of authentic materials. Based
on the limitations and implications derived from the textbook analysis,
Chapter 4 establishes eight principles for organizing Korean vocabulary
practice activities.

First, the Principle of Comprehension-Production dictates that
classroom  practice activities should support learners from the
comprehension stage through to independent production. Second, the
Principle of Meaningful Production Activities requires that vocabulary
practice be structured around performing real-life functions to ensure
meaningful practice. Third, the Principle of Stage Setting states that
classroom vocabulary activities should be structured according to three
distinct stages based on the cognitive process of vocabulary acquisition:
Recognition and Identification,” 'Contextualization,” and 'Use." Fourth, the

Principle of Step—by—Step Procedure asserts that vocabulary practice
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activities must be presented to learners in a sequential order: 'Recognition
and Identification—Contextualization—Use." Fifth, the Principle of Repetition
ensures that activities are designed so that learners encounter and practice
the target vocabulary multiple times. Sixth, the Principle of Linking
Background Knowledge suggests providing practice activities connected to
learners’ prior lexical knowledge to facilitate acquisition. Seventh, the
Principle of Language Skill Integration demands that vocabulary activities
be integrated with listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills to
enhance communication skills in real-world contexts. Eighth, the Principle
of Authenticity requires practice activities to be set within authentic
communicative discourse to help learners understand and adapt to the
contexts where the target vocabulary is actually used.

Based on these eight principles, this study provides specific types of
vocabulary practice activities and practical examples that can be utilized
at each stage: Recognition and Identification,” 'Contextualization, and
'Use." This study holds significance in that it specifically focuses on
classroom—based vocabulary practice activities within the broader field of
vocabulary education methodology, aiming to design meaningful,

step—by—step practice activities to foster practical vocabulary proficiency.

[Keywords] Korean Language Education, Korean Vocabulary Education,
Vocabulary Education Methods, Vocabulary Proficiency, Vocabulary

Practice Activities, Stages of Vocabulary Practice, Intermediate Learners
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