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ABSTRACT

A Study on Strategies for Developing a Pre-arrival
Korean Language Curriculum for Vietnamese
Language Trainees

Ta, Thi Ngoc—Thanh
Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language Education
The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study aims to propose a plan for developing a pre—entry
Korean language curriculum for Vietnamese language trainees. As the
number of Vietnamese international students in Korea continues to
increase, language trainees have come to represent a significant proportion
of this population. At the same time, many of these learners experience
considerable difficulties during the initial stage of adapting to a new
academic and social environment in Korea. In response to this situation,
the present study seeks to develop a preparatory curriculum that supports
learners in acquiring fundamental Korean language knowledge and basic
communicative competence prior to entry, thereby helping them adapt
more effectively to life and study in Korea during the early stage of their

study abroad experience.
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To achieve this purpose, Chapter 1 presents the background, purpose,
and necessity of the study, along with the research subjects, scope, and
methodology. In addition, previous studies related to Korean language
education for international students, needs analysis—based curriculum
development, and pre—entry Korean language education were reviewed.

Chapter 2 examines the theoretical foundations of the study.
Specifically, it discusses the concept and components of Korean language
curricula, principles and procedures of curriculum development, and
theories related to needs analysis. Furthermore, this chapter explores the
characteristics of Korean language education for language trainees and
addresses the necessity of a pre—entry Korean language curriculum for
this learner group.

Chapter 3 analyzes the characteristics of Vietnamese language trainees
and the current status of pre—entry Korean language programs in
Vietnam. The findings reveal that existing programs mainly focus on
grammar, vocabulary, and test preparation, while practical communication
skills and cultural education remain relatively limited.

Chapter 4 investigates the practical needs of both learners and teachers
regarding a pre—entry Korean language curriculum. The results indicate
that learners showed particularly strong needs for foundational Korean
language skills, including pronunciation training, Hangul instruction, and
basic communicative competence, in order to adapt to the academic
environment in Korea. In addition, the importance of practical cultural
education related to daily life in Korea was also strongly emphasized.

Based on the findings from Chapters 3 and 4, Chapter 5 proposes a
plan for developing a pre—entry Korean language curriculum for
Vietnamese language trainees. This study presents the principles of
curriculum development, educational aims and objectives, directions for

syllabus design, and an integrated curriculum model. The proposed
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curriculum is designed with a focus on communication, task—based
activities, and cultural education so that learners can adapt more
effectively to academic and daily life in Korea.

Finally, Chapter 6 summarizes the main findings of the study and

discusses its significance, limitations, and directions for future research.

[Keywords] Vietnamese language trainees, pre—entry Korean language

curriculum, Korean language curriculum development, needs analysis
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