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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Dance Work

'Simulacra,

Yang, Seo—Jin

Major in Dance Performance
Dept. of Dance

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This paper presents an analysis and study of the dance performance
'Simulacra; , a work addressing the suffering of victims of deepfake
crimes—a major current social issue stemming from the malicious use of
generative Al technology—to convey the risk that anyone can become a
victim of deepfakes.

Contemporary society is witnessing the rapid development of artificial
intelligence technology, which has become the source for creating various
digital content and its subsequent derivative works. Deepfake technology,
one such advancement, is now transcending its negative aspects to be
utilized as a means for various crimes, including digital sexual offenses
and the creation of fake manipulated information, thus emerging as a

serious social problem rather than serving a positive function. Victims



created by deepfake technology experience psychological distress and the
fear of re—dissemination, which causes long—term impacts on their lives.

This study analyzed the social problems caused by deepfake
technology, investigated deepfake victim cases, legal frameworks, and the
status of victims, and examined the psychological impact on each victim.
Through the performance, the author aimed to express the victims'
suffering and highlight the problems arising from the fake manipulated
information currently produced by deepfake technology. Given the ease
with which many people can create such content, the scope of victims is
not limited to specific celebrities but extends to anyone of any age. The
performance 'Simulacra; was created with the hope of reducing crimes
and damages caused by deepfake technology by conveying this inherent
danger.

The dance performance 'Simulacra; consists of a total of five acts,
including the introduction. Each act expresses the production of
deepfakes, the state of the victim before and after deepfake dissemination,
and the victim's psychological distress leading to extreme choices. It also
aims to show the reality of the constant reproduction and dissemination
despite the existence of victims. To effectively convey the work's meaning,
the author composed the scenes with four dancers, including the
researcher, and utilized media content such as videos showing the Al
creation process and videos with glitching effects on the victim's photo.
Furthermore, the scene depicting the dissemination process, where a
deepfaked photo of the author was actually scattered on the stage and
delivered to the audience, was intended to dramatically express the
mental suffering of the victim.

Through this research and creation process, the author seeks to raise
soclal awareness of deepfake technology by illustrating the circumstances

and psychological damage experienced by the victims. By conveying the
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risk that anyone, including oneself, can suffer harm from deepfakes—
rather than dismissing it as someone else's problem—this work emphasizes

the severity of deepfake technology.

[Key words] Deepfake, false manipulation information, digital sex

crimes, fake news, dissemination
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