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ABSTRACT

Baekje—-Silla Relations in the 540s and the
Significance of the Battle of Usanseong

Gu, Nam—-Kyu

Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study re—examines the attack on Usanseong (4LL) by Baekje
(A7) in 540, challenging the conventional view that it was a mere
skirmish or display of confidence after the capital transfer to Sabi.
Instead, this research analyzes the event as a strategic military operation,
considering the geographical environment and international situation. To
this end, the study identifies Usanseong’s location, reconstructs the
marching routes and battle dynamics, and examines its impact on Silla
(7% )—Backje relations.

First, based on late 5Sth—century front-line analysis, Baekje's eastern
border is understood to have been around Goesan (#fLL) and Cheongan
(J&%). Usanseong is identified as Jeongyangsanseong (IEFFIE) in
Yeongwol (Z#i), a vital hub on the upper Namhan River. Originally a
Silla base, it was captured by Goguryeo (ZF4JE) in 497, serving as a

strategic wedge blocking Silla’s advance. Thus, Baekje’s 540 target was
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likely this intersection of Goguryeo and Silla influences, representing a
lost stronghold for Silla.

Next, using historical maps like the Daedongyeojido (KEEAHh[E),
marching routes were reconstructed. The analysis suggests Baekje likely
avoided the direct, dangerous route through Chungju (M), instead
selecting a detour via Cheongan and Yeonpung (3&7F) to enter Yeongwol.
Given Jeongyangsanseong's natural defenses, the operation is estimated to
have been a surprise siege by a mobile elite unit to blockade the entry,
rather than a large—scale assault. In response, Goguryeo dispatched 5,000
elite cavalry from Pyongyang (F#£), prompting Baekje to execute a
strategic withdrawal to preserve its forces.

Finally, the study analyzes the political context. Around 540, Goguryeo
had secured the capacity to focus on the southern front through northern
stability and reinforced royal authority, while Silla avoided direct conflict.
King Seong(22F) attacked Usanseong to break this status quo. This
strategic provocation aimed to induce a Goguryeo response and drag Silla
into the conlflict, thereby allowing Baekje to seize the initiative.
Consequently, the attack heightened Silla’s crisis, catalyzing its military
reorganization and the appointment of Isabu (2#i%) as Byeongburyeong
(E#B%) in 541. The subsequent peace treaty (1) in 541 was a
diplomatic product of this tension, allowing Baekje to disperse Goguryeo's
pressure. However, the artificial tension created by Baekje later served as
a mechanism that alleviated Silla’s political burden when it subsequently
excluded Baekje, monopolized the Han River basin, and established ties
with Goguryeo. Therefore, the Battle of Usanseong provided the trigger
for the division leading to the eventual complete dissolution of the

Silla-Baekje alliance.
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