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ABSTRACT

A Study on Sino—Korean Vocabulary Teaching

Methods for Intermediate Vietnamese Learners

—Focusing on Homophones and Semantic Transparency —

Phan, Thu Thao

Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language Education
The Graduate School

Hansung University

This thesis examines effective methods for teaching Sino—Korean
vocabulary to intermediate Vietnamese learners, focusing on instructional
approaches that utilize Korean-Vietnamese homophones and the semantic
transparency of Sino—Korean words. Although Sino—based vocabulary
constitutes a large proportion of both Korean and Vietnamese and is
central to Korean language use, its instruction in Vietnam remains limited
and underdeveloped.

Current teaching practices rely mainly on rote memorization and
surface—level phonetic similarity, often resulting in passive learning and
errors caused by homophones. To address these issues, this study explores

systematic uses of homophones and semantic—transparency—based
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instruction, in which learners analyze the meanings and pronunciations of
constituent morphemes. These approaches aim to enhance comprehension,
retention, and the ability to infer unfamiliar Sino—Korean vocabulary.
This thesis consists of four main chapters. Chapter 1 outlines the
research purpose, significance, methods, and related studies. Chapter 2
establishes the theoretical framework by examining Sino—Korean and
Sino—Vietnamese vocabulary and introducing the concept of semantic
transparency. Chapter 3 analyzes learner difficulties, instructional needs,
and Korean textbooks commonly used in Vietnam, highlighting limitations
in current practices. Chapter 4 proposes practical teaching plans,
including instructional principles, teaching models, and sample lesson
plans. The conclusion summarizes the study’s contributions and
limitations, and discusses its implications for Korean language education

in Vietnam.
[Key words] Korean language education, Sino—Korean vocabulary,

Sino—Vietnamese vocabulary, intermediate learners, instructional methods,

homophones, semantic transparency
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