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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Dance Work
"Heung of Labor, Labor of Heung

LEE, Tae-Woong

Major in Dance Performance
Dept. of Dance

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study explores the integration of Korean tradtional labor songs
(noraeyong) and the cultural emotion of heung into contemporary dance
creation. Labor songs, as oral traditions, historically functioned not only
to enhance work efficiency during communal labor but also to foster a
strong sense of unity among workers. Simultaneously, heung—a uniquely
Korean emotional concept—represents a collective sense of excitement,
immersion, and spontaneous vitality that arises from shared experience.
While labor songs carry a functional and rhythmic purpose, heung serves
as the affective energy that fuels both individual and communal
expression. This research investigates the mutual relationship between
these two elements and their artistic potential within the realm of Korean

dance.
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Based on theoretical analysis, the researcher created an original dance
piece entitled Heung of Labor, Labor of Heung. The work interprets the
rhythm and spirit of traditional labor songs through contemporary
choreography, combining authentic folk melodies such as FErongderong
and Eolkadeongeori with modern musical elements and traditional Korean
percussion instruments including the janggu, buk, jing, and kkwaenggwari.
The performance consists of two main scenes—"“Labor” and “Heung.” The
first scene focuses on the repetition and physical exertion of labor
through rhythmic structures and real-time drumming, while the second
scene explores moments of rest, play, and emotional elevation, expressed
through dynamic bodily movements and traditional play imagery such as
card games.

The staging of the work paid close attention to the integration of music,
lighting, costumes, and movement. The lighting design, which gradually
brightened from darkness to light, symbolized the temporal flow from
dawn to dusk—a metaphor for the laborer’'s day. The choreographic
structure emphasized repetitive, almost mechanical movements to portray
physical labor, transitioning into more expressive gestures to convey the
emergence of heung. This shift embodies the transition from physical
effort to communal joy, underscoring the human spirit within repetitive
work.

This study demonstrates that traditional elements such as labor songs and
heung can serve not only as folkloric artifacts but also as rich, dynamic
foundations for contemporary dance creation. By reinterpreting these
cultural elements through modern aesthetics, the work contributes to the
ongoing dialogue surrounding the identity and evolution of Korean dance.
Furthermore, the study provides a practical and theoretical model for the
integration of tradition and modernity, and highlights the role of the
body as a medium for emotional and communal storytelling in dance.
This research offers meaningful insight for future creative works and
academic discussions that seek to bridge the past and present within
Korean performing arts.

This study explores labor songs and Heung through Korean creative
dance, emphasizing the fusion of tradition and modernity, community,
and physical expression.

[(Keywords] Working song, excitement, Korean dance, creative dance,
fusion of tradition and modernity, community, physical expression
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