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ABSTRACT

The Implementation and Significance of the DokseoSampumgwa
during the Reign of King Wonseong of Silla

Lee, Ha—Min

Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study comprehensively analyzes the political background,
content, results, and significance of King Wonseong's accession process
and the implementation of the DokseoSamPumgwa(G&E =M%},
Three—Grade Literary Examination) during the late Silla period.

After the assassination of King Hyegong, King Wonseong ascended to
the throne by defeating Kim Juwon, who had been a strong candidate
for succession. However, this process left him with the fundamental
challenge of legitimacy instability. As evidenced by Ichan Jegong's refusal
to accept appointment as Chief Minister, true—bone aristocratic forces
that did not recognize Wonseong's legitimacy still existed. To overcome
this, Wonseong attempted to consolidate his power base and strengthen
his legitimacy through promoting all civil and military officials by one

rank, adopting the Five Temple System reform from King Hyegong's
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reign, and utilizing the Manpasikjeok legend.

The DokseoSamPumgwa, implemented in the fourth year of King
Wonseong's reign (788), was a key policy for strengthening royal
authority under these political circumstances. It was a civil service
recruitment system closely connected to the National Academy(Gughak),
serving not as a graduation examination for the academy but as a
separate method for selecting officials that academy students could also
take. The examination subjects were divided into superior, middle, and
inferior grades. The adoption of the Wenxuan as a core subject for the
superior grade stemmed from the practical need for diplomatic skills in
interpreting  the parallel prose used in Tang imperial edicts.
Simultaneously, since the Wenxuan was already part of the National
Academy curriculum, this represented a compromise that institutionally
recognized the educational privileges of true—bone aristocrats.

The DokseoSampumgwa included an exceptional provision for "those
widely versed in the Five Classics, Three Histories, and works of various
philosophical schools." Based on the appointments of Jaok and Yangryeol
as county magistrates, this provision primarily targeted students who had
studied in Tang China. Following the An Lushan Rebellion, this served as
a mechanism to co—opt true—bone and sixth—head-rank students studying
in Tang who had economic means. It provided true—bone aristocrats with
opportunities for official positions without separate examinations, while
offering sixth—head-rank scholars chances to partially overcome social
limitations.

The short—term success of implementing the DokseoSampumgwa can be
confirmed through political changes in Wonseong's seventh year. The
suppression of Ichan Jegong's rebellion, the appointment of Wonseong's
grandsons Junong and Eonseung to major positions, and the appointment

of Kim Eon (presumed to be of sixth—head-rank origin) to the
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supplementary rank of Samjung Achan demonstrate that Wonseong
secured support from certain true—bone aristocrats and achieved political
stability.

However, the DokseoSampumgwa failed to ensure institutional
sustainability. The abuse of exceptional provisions led to the hollowing
out of the examination system, the bone-rank system limited
sixth—head—rank appointees to local positions, and favoritism in personnel
management persisted. The administrative corruption confirmed in
Nokjin's advice during King Heondeok's reign shows that a merit—based
bureaucracy was not established even after the DokseoSamPumgwa.

Although the DokseoSampumgwa did not achieve institutional
completion in Silla, it holds significant meaning in attempting a transition
from kinship—based to academic ability—based talent selection, expanding
opportunities for sixth—head—-rank intellectuals in official positions, and
spreading new awareness of merit—based bureaucracy. The contrast
between Choe Chiwon's frustration and his grandson Choe Seungro's
success in Goryeo symbolically demonstrates how the intellectual-centered
ideology unrealized in Silla was inherited and developed into Goryeo's

civil service examination system.

(Key-words] King Wonseong(JtEF), DokseoSampumgwa(GEE=fmF}),
Gukgak (B£), Wenxuan(3Z#), Students Studying in Tang
China (EREEE24)
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