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ABSTRACT

A Research on Expressive Techniques of Calligraphy
Utilizing Traditional Chinese Scripts and Strokes

Kang Qixuan
Major in Visual & Digital Media

Communication

Dept. of Media Design
The Graduate School

Hansung University

Chinese calligraphy is a traditional Chinese art that goes beyond
simple writing and has artistic and literary value. It is expressed as a
fusion of poetry, calligraphy, and painting influenced by the philosophy
of Taoism and Confucianism, and is considered a symbol of social status
and academic achievement as a tool for personal character cultivation
and spiritual training. Chinese calligraphy, which is listed as UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, is an important part of
Chinese culture that is studied and learned worldwide, and it not only
contributes to global cultural exchanges, but is also continuously used in
various fields today.

This study aims to find ways to effectively express calligraphy in image

transmission by utilizing traditional Chinese fonts and writing techniques.
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To this end, the historical background and characteristics of Chinese
calligraphy according to the times were examined, and the current
expression methods of calligraphy were identified through case analysis of
brand logos utilizing calligraphy. As a result, it was discovered that
various visual expressions can be created by combining the writing
technique, which is a Chinese writing method using a brush, and five
types of fonts: seal script, clerical script, cursive script, regular script, and
running script. By utilizing this combination method, we created a
calligraphy expression method template that can express the emotions or
images that we want to express, and we wanted to verify the possibility
of expanding the expression of letter images that can be utilized as
various brand logos while creating a visual identity that encompasses
traditional images and modern sensibilities beyond simple letter
expressions and at the same time creating design differentiation.

As a research method, we investigated existing literature on the fonts
and writing styles of Chinese calligraphy and researched the characteristics
of traditional fonts (Seal script, Clerical script, Cursive script, Regular
script, Semi—cursive script), and through this, we identified the unique
formative elements of each font and organized the visual characteristics of
fonts that can be applied to brand design. Next, we collected and
analyzed cases of applying calligraphy to brands in various industries.
Through this, we specifically evaluated how each font contributes to the
brand image and identity. In addition, we created a number of cases that
can be expressed by combining Chinese fonts and writing styles and
confirmed through actual calligraphy work what kind of visual image
expression is possible depending on the combination method.

The scope of the research was limited to Chinese calligraphy. For the
case analysis, the scope was set to various industries that used calligraphy

logos expressed using a brush, and in detail, various cases where
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calligraphy was utilized in various fields such as life, food, technology,
educational institutions, and the fashion industry were analyzed.

In addition, in the case of the writing style, the scope was set to the
calligraphy of Qibi (to start writing a stroke of a Chinese character),
Xingbi (to put pen to paper), and Shoubi (to conclude the writing of a
stroke of a Chinese character by lifting up the inkbrush), and in
particular, the scope was set in a way that highlighted the detailed
characteristics of the writing style, such as ‘Cangfeng(to hide the tip of
the brush when writing a stroke)’ and ‘Loufeng(to expose the tip of the
brush when writing a stroke)” of Qibi, ‘Rising’ and ‘Press’, "Wheel  and
‘Bent’, ‘Quick” and ‘Slow’, ‘Square’ and ‘Circle’ of Xingbi, and
‘Rounding’ and ‘Biting’ of Shoubi.

The font scope of this study was analyzed focusing on the five main
fonts of Chinese calligraphy: Seal script, Clerical script, Cursive script,
Regular script, Semi—cursive script.

In addition, a visual expression template based on the use of fonts and
writing styles was created through actual calligraphy work to explore the
emotional and image expression possibilities of these combinations. In the
brushwork, the characteristics of ‘Qibi (‘Cangfeng(to hide the tip of the
brush when writing a stroke)’ and ‘Loufeng(to expose the tip of the
brush when writing a stroke)’)’, “Xingbi (‘Rising” and ‘Press’, "Wheel’ and
‘Bent’, ‘Quick” and ‘Slow’, ‘Square’ and ‘Circle’)’, and ‘Shoubi
(‘Rounding” and ‘Biting)” were studied.

The results of the experiment showed that the application of templates
plays an important role in improving the diversity and creativity in the
various expressions of Chinese calligraphy fonts and brushwork. In
particular, the effect is maximized when fonts (Seal script, Clerical script,
Cursive script, Regular script, Semi—cursive script) and brushwork are

utilized. In addition, the fusion of font characteristics and brushwork can
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add a new visual feeling to the design. In addition, the control of the
strength of the brushwork and the use of "Xingbi’ and ‘Shoubi’ enrich
the emotional expression of information, and the fusion of traditional

fonts and brushwork enables timeless designs.

[(Key words) Calligraphy, Chinese Calligraphy Scripts, Brush Techniques,
Visual Design, Tradition and Modernity
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