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ABSTRACT

The impact of learning communities on early childhood

teacher’s perceptions of professionalism

Chung, Hye—Youn
Major in Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Hansung University

Recent years have seen growing interest in the professional
development of teachers through learning communities. This study
examines the effects of learning communities on early childhood teachers’
perceptions of professionalism. The study explores four sub—factors of
learning communities—shared vision, community environment,
collaborative learning, and support for holistic development—and their
influence  on  three sub—dimensions of teacher professionalism:
development of knowledge and skills, self-understanding, and ecological
development. A total of twelve hypotheses were tested.

This quantitative study targeted 304 early childhood teachers working in

daycare centers across Seoul. The results are as follows:
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First, both learning communities and teacher professionalism were
recognized at a high level by participants.

Second, a one-way ANOVA was conducted to analyze differences in
sub—variables of teacher professionalism according to institution type, size,
and teaching experience. While no significant differences were found
overall, teachers’ vyears of experience were significantly related to
perceptions of self—understanding. This aligns with Katz's (1972) theory of
teacher development, which suggests that teachers in the “consolidation—
renewal” stage exhibit deeper educational reflection and self-awareness.
Accordingly, fostering a culture that supports teachers with 5~10 years of
experience is crucial to advancing their professional growth and role as
key contributors to early childhood development.

Third, among the twelve hypotheses tested, the sub—variables shared
vision, collaborative learning, and support for holistic development
significantly impacted perceptions of professional growth. In contrast, the
physical environment of the learning community showed no significant
effect. This indicates that emotional and collaborative dimensions, rather
than structural aspects, play a pivotal role in enhancing professionalism.
It also implies the need to activate discussion and learning topics that tap
into teachers’ tacit knowledge.

In conclusion, operating learning communities within early childhood
education institutions plays a vital cultural role in fostering teacher
professionalism. It is essential to build a learning community culture that
encourages early childhood teachers to voluntarily grow and accumulate
knowledge and skills that, in turn, contribute to the healthy development
of young children.

Future studies are encouraged to explore the creation of such

professional learning cultures more deeply.

Keywords: learning community, teacher professionalism
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