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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Make-up Image Changes
of Cosmetic Advertisements

Kim, Eun-hee

Major in Make-up Art

Dept. of Fashion Art & Design
Graduate School of Hansung University

This is to study on the makeup culture of Korean women and the image
of woman, which have been transfigured over a half century, through the
image of woman expressed In cosmetic advertisements put in Hyang
Jang , a beauty information journal which has been published by Amore
Pacific Co., Ltd. since 1958. Makeup 1s a manifestation of ones sense of
instinctive  esthetic expression, and cosmetic advertisements reflect
contemporary cultures and social phenomena. Thus, if cosmetic
advertisements are reviewed by the times, the image of woman, which
women wish to have, can be known, and further factors of change in
expression of the image of woman as transfigured by the times can be
inferred. Makeup can be, therefore, recognized as a scale to reflect human
sense of beauty as defined differently in the social context. In this study,
characteristics of cosmetic advertisements and the concept of makeup
culture have been put in order, and changes of makeup and the image of
woman as transfigured since 1950 have been discussed in association with
social phenomena and a view of womanhood by the times. Also, photos
put in  Hyang Jang  have been analyzed, and thereby, discussion has

been focused on content characteristics of esthetic criteria of the image of



woman expressed In cosmetic advertisements, makeup trend by
chronologies, development of cosmetics and development of mass media. In
conclusion, factors, which have exerted the greatest effect on changes and
development of the image of woman as reflected in such makeup culture
and cosmetic advertisements, have been analyzed. This study on changes
of the image of woman appearing in cosmetic advertisements is to identify
factors of change in the image of Korean women as transfigured with the
changes of times by studying the changing process of criteria of esthetic
value and further the social and cultural background thereof with the
changes of times through analysis of photos put in cosmetic
advertisements.

Since the advent of human beings, makeup has reflected the changes of
times and the cultural changes, and the expressive mode there has
changed.

As the 20th and 21st centuries have passed, development of scientific
civilization and mass media has caused the advent of the general public,
which has made the visual image cultural industry lead the society overall.
Also, the Iimage of woman demanded by the society has changed
incessantly with the changes of times and the cultural changes. With the
changes of times and the advent of woman as a mainstream in the social
current of the 2lst century, cosmetic advertisements, which have ever
presented the image of the past traditional, submissive and classic woman,
are changing in the direction that the image of professional women, who
are incessantly making efforts to live an active, independent and smart life,
are highlighted. In the past, a doll-like face was a standard of beauty and
thus, a perfect beauty was made to represent as a model, but the current

beauty attaches importance to personality and character. For this reason,



the image of a woman having cute facial expressions and personality, the
image of a career woman and the image of unchanged beauty are getting
to be of great appeal to the public, and the younger generation lays stress
on the unique image which is different and personal rather than any fixed
image. There was a difference by the times in the makeup trend by the
times and the image of woman as expressed in cosmetic advertisements
put in Hyang Jang

The makeup trend and the image of woman as expressed chronologically
are as follows:

In 1950s, the post Korean War American culture had a great effect on
makeup of Korean women. As the beauty contest for Miss Korea was held
for the first time and movies were popularized, women began to have a
great interest in makeup and a sense of western beauty flowed into
Korean women. Thus, Korean women preferred the white complexion
looking like a western woman, and applied the white powder much to their
face. Such makeup gave emphasis on the facial outline so that it looked a
little artificial. In 1958, Makeup World |, the first monthly beauty journal
in Korea was first published, and with its advent, the word of makeup

culture  took root in Korea. It made a great contribution to leading the
trend of makeup culture. This was time to express that the typical image
of woman was soft and submissive.

In 1960s, as industrialization induced more women to advance into
various job fields, makeup was universally accepted by general women. At
those times, makeup emphasized the beauty of woman, making expression
of the lustrous skin with pink luster and giving a point to eyes by
attaching thick eyelashes. This was time to express that the typical image

of woman looked cute and young.



In 1970s, with economic stabilization and development of popular culture,
makeup according to T.P.O. was popular, and makeup for applying an eye
shadow containing pearl to the eye region was all the rage. Oh My
Love , the first make-up campaign was launched to lead the makeup
fashion, and cosmetics for laying stress on functions began to be
developed. This was time to express that the typical image of woman was
elegant and graceful.

In 1980s, with the spread of color television and activation of
international exchanges, advancement of women into the society increased
and womens rights extended. It brought about realization of popularization
of makeup. As color tone cosmetics got to be popular, makeup put
emphasis on woman-like beauty and the image for giving weight to
personality, and also models in advertisements laid emphasis on the sexy
image of the active woman, not the obedient figure. As the concept of
skin health and skin <care emerged gradually, development and
commercialization of high quality cosmetics got into their stride. This was
time to express that the typical image of woman was classy, decent and

personal.

In 1990s, with high economic growth realizing the national per capita
income of US$ 10,000, material wealth and the quality of life were
improved and the consumption culture was formed. As environmental
problems were greatly highlighted, makeup intended to express the natural,
pro—environmental and healthful beauty as the woman-like beauty, laying
emphasis on being natural rather than the exaggerated and thick makeup.
In contrast with the past cosmetic advertisements in which an
expressionless face looking like a goddess appealed, models of those times

represented the free and unrestrained image of the X generation. This was



time that the image of a stately and active career woman and the image
of a woman with talent and personality were highlighted.

In 2000s as a millennium era called as an advanced techno era, a fusion
era and a digital era, as the human engineering, the emotional engineering
and the design for human beings have emerged, and under the influence of
post-modernism, various cultures have got to be accepted and respected,
contemporaries have got to attach more importance to individual
personality rather than they comply with the uniform standards of beauty.
The natural image of clear and transparent makeup that looks as if
make-up 1s not applied is preferred. It is expected that as the Genom
Project has been completed, biotechnology will have more effect on the
cosmetic industry. This 1s time to express that the typical image of
woman 1S of naturalness, cleanness and maturity without any change.

As descnibed above, major factors of change in the image of Korean
woman and development of the makeup culture with the changes of times
are changes in social roles and consciousness of women, development of
mass media, inflow of foreign civilization, changes in criteria of value for

the womanly beauty, development of scientific technology and so on.

Esthetic criteria and the image of woman by the times have been
presented through the social background thereof, and it is expected that
the makeup culture pursuing the beauty of woman will be more advanced
in the future, too. Now is the time that we should look into natural faces
of Korean women linking the past time, the present time and the future
beyond indiscreet acceptance of the makeup culture of western women and
their image, and further create the makeup and the image of woman
matching therewith. Also, the cosmetic industry leading the makeup culture

and the image of woman should present the right and prospective



information in forming the ideal and Korean-way makeup culture matching

with the internationalization era and the image of woman leading this era.
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