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ABSTRACT

A Study of Perfume Images

- Focusing on Advertisement Analysis and User Response -

Chung, Inseon

Major in Make-up Arts

Dept. of Fashion Art & Design
Graduate school of art

Hansung University

Perfumes allow one to create a unique persona by using the sense of smell to
form a silent, unseen image of oneself. When choosing a perfume, the user first
looks at the visual image associated with the scent, then chooses something that
is most appropriate to beautify herself. Therefore, the visual image of a perfume
should appropriately harmonize elements such as color, model, naming,
container, etc. when expressing the image of a perfume.

In order to identify the image of a perfume, this study first classifies the visual
images of perfume advertisements depending on scent notes and analyzes
them; second, it determines the correlation between the image an individual has
of oneself and the perfume the individual uses through a brief question and
answer; third, the study determines whether or not there is an associated image
when viewing an advertisement and what the condition is, if any; and fourth, it

determines what image is associated with the perfume's scent.

_90_



The result of analyzing the visual imagery of perfume advertisements shows
that: the gourmand note creates a mysterious fantasy of an image, the green
note provides a coziness derived from the color green and a freshness derived
from nature; and the marine-ozonic note also creates freshness, transparency,
and cleanness derived from the blue color visuals of the sea and the sky.

The orange, lemon, and green color visual of the citrus note creates a
refreshing mood, and it is also expressed in a unisex image that may be
commonly used by men and women. The chypre note is felt to be a perfume
that is not easily accessible due to its individualistic and self-assertive charisma
and energetic visual and the aldehyde note provides a gorgeousness derived
from the elegant, smart visual of a modernized woman, while at the same time
creating a conservative image. The oriental note creates a serious image derived
from the exotic, courteous, and sensual visual. The woody note suggests the
scent of a fresh tree and a dried tree derived from the peaceful and comforting
visual of a forest or jungle, while the fougere note creates an urban and smart
image of short leisure in the midst of the lifestyle of the busy city life. The fruity
note expresses the fragrance of fresh fruit as a vivid image unique to girls,
which only teenagers may enjoy. Of the floral note, the single floral visual
provides neatness since it is expressed as a blossom, while the floral bouquet
creates a soft and lovely visual with a rich flower fragrance derived from
full-blown flowers and pastel-tones.

According to research, 84.21% of men and women perfume users in their
twenties replied that the scent of a perfume conjured an associated image, and
81.58% replied that they experience a perfume's image when viewing the visual
of a perfume advertisement and also experience a perfume's image based on the

entire color scheme of a visual.

_91_



The result of examining the correlation between the user's image and
the scent shows that the respondents of cute image use floral or sweet
scents, the respondents of sensual and sexy image use serious scents such
as musk scent. Also, the result shows that the women respondents of
smart and urban image use soft, floral and sweet scents, but the men
respondents' responses varied.

The respondents of vivid image use fresh marine scents, and the
respondents of intellectual or soft image also replied to prefer fresh
marine scents, that are moderate, followed by soft scents that give
powder-like feeling. Surprisingly, the respondents of unisex image prefer
soft scents, that give powder-like feeling, soft scents and grass scents. The
result shows that soft, floral, or sweet scents are preferred by women
respondents.

Finally, most of the respondents who consider themselves
individualistic replied that they use fresh marine scents and pleasant
citrus scents. According to research, perfumes used by those individuals
of the same image are a little bit different even though they are similar.

A perfume is like an unseen accessory that makes others feel one's
image with the sense of smell. It is accordingly considered that an
individual may enhance his or her own image by appropriately matching

his or her image with a perfume he or she uses.
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