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ABSTRACT

A Study on the ROK—US Alliance Development Proposal:

Focused on A Comprehensive Strategy Alliance

Kim, Kunh—Hong

Major in International Security

Dept. of International Security and Strategy
Graduate School of International Studies

Hansung University

The history of South Korea, as referred to as ‘the history of the alliance’,
South Korea by geopolitical particularity surrounded by mighty countries around
has received a lot of threats Historically, the threat of security of these neighboring
countries has been selected the alliance at the national survival strategy to cope
with the crisis situation of the state. Korea—US formed the conclusion of the
Korea—US Mutual Defense Treaty of October 1953 alliance over the past 60 years,
as an important strategy of national security to suppress the military threat of
North Korea, the Korean Peninsula security and economic growth , I went a role
as a driving force of countries, such as democratization development success. These
Korea—US alliance has been evaluated as an example of the most successful
alliance, it is possible to be able to also continue developing future is an important
issue of national strategy.

However, the Korea—US alliance is the 21st century, in December 1991, the

change in US national security strategy by the Cold War era of demise and 9.11
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terrorism of 2001 due to the collapse of the Soviet Union, the global economic
crisis and China's economic injury international security change and empowerment
of Korean national environment that sudden change, etc., such as a change in the
perception of threat due to the increase of non—military threats, is requesting the
development conversion of the Korea—US alliance. It was adopted in June 2009
‘Joint Vision for the Alliance of the United States of America and Republic of
Korea’ is, to actively respond to changes in the 21st century security environment it
has a special meaning to the starting point to notice the development of
future—oriented Korea—US alliance, the Korea—US military alliance such as
economic, diplomatic and cultural, and agreed to the ongoing development of a
comprehensive strategy alliance, including the multi—faceted field , in the 21st
century international security environment, in terms of presenting the direction and
goals to aim is the Korea—US alliance, it can be evaluated that it became an
opportunity to enhance the development and South Korea strategic value of the

Korea—US alliance.

In addition, geopolitical peculiarities and alliance of small and weak countries
and powers, as seen in the formation process of the Korea—US alliance of South
Korea, it is necessary to pay attention to the fact that they have the character of
voluntary alliance by a person of weak countries . In other words, by geopolitical
peculiarities of South Korea, in the only situation abide a lot of threats from
neighboring countries, the most effective and realistic national security strategy that

can Korea choose to, with the mighty country was alliance.

By weak countries alliance with powerful countries, has received ensure national
security, it is limited to the autonomy of security to bear the cost of security based
on the policy of weak countries mighty country as its consideration security
dilemma has occurred, asymmetric powers and small country alliance so as to
generate a parallax between each other, have also become cause of
misunderstanding and distrust each other. Point of view to put the focus on point

of view to see the alliance in the position of small and weak countries in alliance
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dilemma and autonomy of problems such as weak countries of inequality, be a
point of view of the level corresponding to the principle of the center and to force
the mighty country can be, this is from the viewpoint of oriented development to
comprehensive strategy alliance with the national interests, is an appropriate field of

View.

Korea has been developed with the alliance and should be continued in the
future. Korea—US alliance was the Korean arbitrary choice for safety and
development of the nation. Therefore, in the international community to dynamics
relationship ever—changing with the change and the neighboring countries in the
21st century security environment, it is possible to address these security
environment, as weak countries Korean national strategy, comprehensive of the
Korea—US alliance development in strategy alliance is a survival strategy of no
choice but to select countries. In order to develop a comprehensive strategy
alliance, there is a need to have a strategic flexibility due to the change in the 21st
century security environment, embody the interdependence share and South Korea
leading to a comprehensive strategy alliance based on trust it is necessary efforts to,
such as Korea and the US military, diplomatic and economic, such as configuration
and institutionalization of consultation body for the multi—faceted policy
consultations, it is necessary to multilateral efforts, is embodied growth if you want

to be.

[Key Words] Joint Vision for the Alliance of United State of America
and Republic of Korea, A Comprehensive Stategy Alliance, Reciprocity,

Security Dilemma,
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