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ABSTRACT

The study on the chronological characteristics
of Korean cosmetic culture

Hong, In-Ja

Major in Make-up Art

Dept. of Fashion Art & Design
Graduate School of Hansung University

To study the changes of Korean cosmetic culture since the enlightened
age of Korea, this article briefly reviews the cosmetic culture of ancient,
Korea dynasty, and Chosun dynasty, and address the cosmetic culture from
enlightened age to 1990’s. The purpose of this article 1s to chronologically
investigate the characteristics of development of cosmetic products, the role of
mass media, and the mentality of women.

Cosmetic has originated from the ancient age. Through investigating the
artemisia and garlic which has been used in ancient age, we are able to see
the interest about the skin care of that age, and we can discover strong and
thick eyebrows, small lips from the women cosmetics drawn in the wall
painting of the period of three kingdoms. From the fact that the cosmetic
product of Baekje dynasty was delivered to Japan, we can also get to know
that cosmetic product mamifacturing technology of that age had been well

developed. In addition, from investigating the various cosmetic tools and face
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powder which was used in the Shilla dynasty, we can suppose the advanced
cosmetic culture, and the trend of cosmetic which was becoming more
brighter through the activating trade with the Tang age.

In Korea dynasty, Bundae cosmetic had appeared which 1s used usually
by the kisaeng. Bundae cosmetic has become more brilliant through influence
of Mongolian, and it had various characteristics such as plastering more with
powder, arranging the eyebrows thinly, using the red lips and rouge. But
Bundae cosmetic has been regarded negatively since it was that of kisaeng.
This negative feeling continues from Chosun dynasty to enlightened age, so it
has become the one of barriers to the development of Korean cosmetic
culture.

The culture of cosmetic in Chosun dynasty was developed differently by
social position because that compared with Korea dynasty, Chosun did not
progress, and established the confucian view of life firmly. Therefore, brilliant
cosmetic was not spreaded through public, and public cosmetic has shown the
different trend comparing with the cosmetic of kisaeng.

However, Korean cosmetic has experienced the big transformation in the
enlightened age and under the rule of Japanese imperialism. With opening the
port, foreign culture entered and then foreign cosmetic products were
imported. In addition, Korean cosmetic product including Bak-ga powder 1S
developed, and moreover through newspaper and magazines, for the public 1t
has become easier to get the cosmetic product. The fact that public can get
imported cosmetic goods from Japan and those which is made in Korea from

the peddler of women’s items, visiting seller, general cosmetic shop shows



the new form of cosmetic culture in Korea. And cosmetic culture of Korea
has experienced the new transformation also through entering of educated
women and social participating of those women.

Since the Reformation age, traditional cosmetic culture has changed mto
the form of modern cosmetic culture. The frequency of using the cosmetic
products has increased gradually since that a lot of western civilization
entered into Korea after the emancipation from Japan. Especially, with
American culture entering into Korea, the number of imported cosmetic goods
have increased through PX, and then there has been a lot of changes n the
development of Korea cosmetic products. Moreover, with magazines for
women publishing and popularization of cinema, the recognition about the
cosmetic has changed gradually. The contents of these women magazines, for
example recent fad of cosmetic or technique of cosmetic is delivered to the
public, and this process is placing the basis for popularization of cosmetic.
Because of these trend, the negative feeling about the cosmetic has changed
into positive perception, that is cosmetic has become regraded as a sense of
women’s beauty, a pursuit of women’s expression. The consumer pattern of
cosmetic has changed from basic cosmetic products into the products which
emphasize the eye cosmetic, lip cosmetic such as eyeliner, mascara, and red
hps.

In 1960’s, cosmetic companies developed various cosmetic products with
quickly developing economy. Therefore, cosmetic product companies were

developing the sun cream and basic cosmetic products for skin care. In

1970’s, these trend continues and a shade makeup was well dispersed into
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public and improved to various form. Various color comes into fashion, also
thematic cosmetic techniques such as a seasonal cosmetic technique, cosmetic
technique for individual meeting has been into fashion. In 1980’s, the color of
cosmetic was more various and brighter than 1970’s. Especially, through
Asian games and Olympic games, cosmetic technique with international sense
was developed. And in manufacturing of the cosmetic products, a luxurious
cosmetic products was developed with pursuing for various raw matenal and
quality. In 1990’s, these trend was intensified. The cogmtion about cosmetic
goods has changed from simple skin care into customized cosmetic or skin
care goods, and therefore the market of cosmetic goods is well specialized
and segmented into emphasizing the function.

In conclusion, we come to know that the expansion of education for
women during the enlightened ages, and social participations of them have
played an important role for changing the cognition of cosmetic and besides,
mass media and commercial advertisements have improved the quality of
- cosmetic goods. The cause of these trend is that it was necessary for women
to make up with increasing participation of women in the society and
economic revival, and additional cause of these trend is the dissemination of
mass culture via newspaper, magazines, and commercial advertisements. In
addition, we can see that our domestic company has invested on the new
product development for pursuing the scientific cosmetic and specialization of

cosmetic goods to change the culture of cosmetic in Korea.
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