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ABSTRACT

A Study of TV Drama and its Character Make-up in Korea

Kim, Bong-cheon

Major in Make-up Arts
Dept. of Fashion Arts
Graduate School of Fine Arts

Hansung University

Drama is often called as the flower of television, since a
television drama attracts a far higher popularity rating than other
television shows. The high popularity of TV drama comes from its
features that it can well reflect our human conflicts through
fictions.

A television drama has been heavily influenced by various
exterior elements as it has faced changes from political and social
sectors and its internal changes of broadcasting companies itself as
well.

In the Yusin times, the period of the Revitalizing Reform, there
were many dramas emphasizing the Government’s strong intention
on social and economic structural developments, and

anti-Communism drive attitudes. From when the fifth Republic
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was inaugurated, many dramas were focused on reforming social
attitudes and on settling public sentiments. From around the end of
1980’s , various topics and genres of dramas were emerged, while
in the 1990's light and sensible dramas were largely in the
limelight.

A drama is mainly characterized by its performers, dependent
upon whose words and actions as dictated in the scenario, which
reflects various lies of human through dramatic conflict.

Therefore the artistic effect of drama and the dramatic force are
embodied through performers’ characteristic performance.

Television audiences become either happy or saddened by the
performers’ performances. The performer is a professional
specializing in performance as an occupation.

Differently from performers doing general programs like news,
documentaries and shows, drama performers have to express well
the characters’ features as intended in the dramas. Therefore,
dramas require performing skills of the performers to the extent as
aimed at by authors and directors to efficiently deliver what 1s
intended.

However, a good drama cannot be realized by the good
performers alone. To get the best results from a drama, performers

need to be supported by short pieces of works along with makeup
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for the performers. This kind of makeup is called character makeup.

The character makeup has important characteristics that can be
accomplished in expressing the particular times’ situations and
outward appearances that cannot be attained by performing skills
alone. In this respect, the makeup is said it reveals the performer’s
living situations and feelings even without the support of the
performer’s performances. To that extent, a makeup plays its own
functions of performances independently of supports of the
performer’s performances.

Summaries of the past and future of television drama character
makeup are noted here; first, our television drama character makeup
has a short history. In early 1960’s, television broadcasting was
first introduced to us, and makeup performances started as camera
recordings came into being for its broadcasting services to the
public.

In the beginning of television drama, makeup was put on not by
the makeup specialists but by the performers themselves, and the
level of makeup was very primitive.

While televisidn has been spread into the real public lives, and
various fields of dramas have been produced, the makeup field set
out its foothold as a separate genre. Further, the more the makeup

was promoted, the more society changed and the more specialists
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in the makeup became produced.

The makeup arts courses are now available at both TeaKyeung
College (2-year courses) and Hansung University. Makeup
educations are also available either at the Theatre Department or at
Movie Department of Dongguk University and Chung-Ang
University (4-year courses), and available at the private educational
institutes like broadcasting academies and specialized academies.

Further to these special educational facilities, makeup specialists
have vastly increased as the specialists learned overseas joined
them in Korea. Nevertheless, many issues are needed to be still
resolved in achieving makeup educations and activities.

These issues will be attributable to the facts that systematic
studies have not been still backed up, and the specialists studied
overseas tried to apply to the Orientals, whose facial configurations
are not fit for the Western style makeup. It will be desirable to
apply makeup after it belongs to one of the in-depth studies 1n our
situations.

These days, the makeup sectors have been kept expanded
continuously as image-related media and photographing technologies
advanced, and the approaches to our social thinking changed as
times passed by. That resulted in shortages in makeup specialists

to accommodate the rapid increased makeup demands.
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Faced with 21 century now, drama environments are rapidly
changing with the emergence of the computers and digital TVs,
and it is expected for makeup sector to change further as dramas
are diversified, media areas are developed, and bi-directional
communications are expanded.

Needlessly to say, more scientific and delicate makeup approaches
will satisfy future drama environments, for which new elements and
techniques relative to character makeup are needed. The screen
should be able to illustrate completely fine lines. In this context, -
makeup techniques conforming to rapidly developing bi-directional
communications systems should be studied and developed, and both
systematic and specialized educations should be available to meet
the diversified market needs, supported by professional makeup

manpower also required to be trained.
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