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ABSTRACT

A Feng—shui Analysis of the Location
of Hyang—gyo and Seo—won in Paju Area

Hwang, Chi—Yeon
Major in Feng—shui
Graduate School of Real Estate

Hansung University

Our ancestors observed the change of the sun, the moon,
mountains and river, water and wind and appropriately used the
phenomenon for their life in this land. Feng—shui, a traditional Korean
topography, was formed in the usage of such natural phenomenon as a
creative culture.

this study aims to examine how the theory of land location iIn
Feng—shui was used in the positioning of Hyang—gyo, established after
the middle era of the Goryeo dynasty, and Seo—won, established after
the middle era of the Joseon dynasty in order to give warning to the
damage of environment which is being more aggravated by the
rampant logic of economy and development and find a good principle
for the coexistence of human beings and the nature.

Moreover, a new way for the utilization of the numerous Hyang—gyo
and Seo—won scattered around the nation and remaining in existence
as a place for rituals by a few Confucian scholars and offer useful
suggestions for the construction of educational institutions.

First, an outline of Feng—shui and the theory of the selection of
locations, the arrangement of the buildings according to the Feng—shui
the theory of the shape and direction of buildings as well as the

establishment and development of Hyang—gyo and Seo—won, their
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function, structure and placement were examined.

Next, the history and geographical environment of Paju were
reviewed and the topographically favorable location and the process of
the topography of Mt. a forefather in Paju area were analyzed. In
addition, based on the location theory of Feng—shui, the specific
locations of Gyoha Hyang—gyo, Paju Hyang—gyo, Jeokseong
Hyang—gyo, Yongju Seo—won, Jaun Seo—won and Pasan Seo—won In
Paju area were analyzed with the theory of Feng—shui.

The results of the analysis of the locations are as follows.

Firstly, there is no noticeable difference in the basic structure in the
selection of the locations for Hyang—gyo and Seo—won.

Secondly, the analysis of the factors in detail by inner the force of
dragon, a spot where influences to one’s fortune converge, the force
of sand and the force of water shows that almost all the Hyang—gyo
and Seo—won are connected endlessly by inner the force of dragon and
the force of sand, and the force of water are located in a spot where
influences to one’s fortune converge.

Thirdly, by analyzing the placement of buildings in detail by the
principles of 'mountain in the rear and water in the front', 'low in the
front and high in the rear' and 'the placement in the center of the
mountain', it was confirmed that all the Hyang—gyo and Seo—won
corresponded right to such analysis factors.

Fourthly, the directions of the buildings were analyzed with the 3
factors of 'East—west 4 Houses', 'the sun and the moon' and the five
elements of the Chinese cosmogony, and there were some houses that
did not correspond to such criteria of Feng—shui.

fifthly, the analysis of the types of the buildings in detail by the
plane surface and the shape of the roof, the plane surface of all
Hyang—gyo and Seo—won was rectangle.

The ratio of the rectangular plane was mixed with the plane for
propitious ones and the house of ill omen.

Regarding the shape of the roof, the roof of all Hyang—gyo and

Seo—won was a long ridge which hung down in the middle, which is
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the shape of a roof for house of ill omen.

Judging from the above analysis results, it is understood that our
ancestors considered the following two aspects as most important
factors when building traditional educational institutes.

firstly, the principles of Feng—shui theory were faithfully followed in
the process of the selection of the sites in the geographical system of
environment.

Secondly, in the arrangement of the space, the hierarchical order in
space and orderliness was pursued by setting a certain central axis for
the basic shape of the building and arranging the space for the red
gate, outer 3 gates, lecturing space, inner 3 gates and the space for
rituals from the front in a row.

In other words, the then local governments or the noble class
examined the topography on the periphery when they were establishing
educational institutions for the fostering of talents for the nation
according to the proposition of "the soul of land is a distinguished
person". Therefore, they first selected a good place for the education of
distinguished figures with the favor of the fresh energy flowing in the
land and taught the spirit of scholars to maintain the traditional basic
order respecting the order between the top and the bottom.

Feng—shui attempts to pursue health and the happiness of people and
achieve the balance and harmony between human beings and the
nature by selecting the appropriate lands that can give benefit to
people. the Hyang—gyo and Seo—won in Paju area researched in this
study are the traditional educational institutions set up by our
ancestors looking for the soul of land. It can also be a meaningful
criteria in providing the stage of education that corresponds to today's
new system of thoughts. Moreover, they are regarded as places of

stability and harmony pursued in the Feng—shui theory.
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