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ABSTRACT

Research trends on Korean dramas in China
—Focusing on the theses of master's and
doctoral degrees—

Tian YouJia

Major in Culture Contents

Dept. of Korean Language & Literature
The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study aims to investigate the research trends in the theses of
master's and doctoral degrees on Korean dramas broadcasted in China.

This study develops the discussion as follows.

In the chapter 1, the purpose and necessity of this study, previous
studies and the research subjects were discussed, and the research
methods presented. In the chapter 2, in order to carry out this study
smoothly, the background and history of introducing Korean dramas in
China were reviewed, and its developing process was discussed by stage.
In the chapter 3, 170 theses were subjected to the bibliographic analysis
and thematic analysis. Firstly, the bibliographic analysis was conducted by

dividing into annual performances, analysis by major, regional trends,
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classification by degree, and dramas for analysis. Secondly, in the
thematic analysis, theses were sub—classified into the research on the
Korean drama itself and that on success factors of Korean dramas, and
they were analyzed with 11 items. Through these analyses, the research
trends in theses on Korean dramas in China were examined. The research
trends revealed in the bibliographic analysis were as follows. First,
researchers in diverse disciplines were studying Korean dramas. Second,
the number of theses was different depending on the regional and
economic  backgrounds. Third, the popularity of a drama was
proportional to the number of theses on the drama. Next, the research
trends found through the thematic analysis were as follows. First, more
studies were conducted on the success factors of Korean dramas than the
Korean drama itself. Second, studies were seeking the development
direction of Chinese dramas through various comparisons. Third, there
were a considerable number of theses focused on viewers of Korean
dramas, and intense analysis of success factors inside and outside of
dramas. Finally, the research on Korean dramas has been evolving
according to the change of time.

In the chapter 4, the results were summarized, and the significance and
limitations of this study presented. Although this study limited the
research subjects to degree theses, and thus could not be perfect, it has
the following significance. Firstly, the research trends on Korean dramas
could be seen by summarizing the research achievements on the relevant
topic in China, and secondly, diverse views of Chinese researchers to

Korean dramas could be understood.

[(Keywords] Korean dramas, Chinese theses, bibliographical analysis,

thematic analysis, research trends on Korean dramas
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