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ABSTRACT

A Study on Terrorism in the Middle East and the
Northeast Asia

-Focused on cases of Islam and the North Korea-

Yoon, Jin Kyu

Major in International Security

Dept. of International Security and Strategy
Graduate School of International Studies

Hansung University

Since the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, interest in
terrorism has grown and it leads to many following studies on
background of terrorism and counter—terror policies of the world’'s
great powers. Purpose of this article is, based on such precedent
studies, to suggest future direction for the Republic of Korea’'s
counter—terror policy. The main idea can be summarized in three
dimensions as follows:

First, the true nature of terrorism can be described in terms of
international politics. Therefore, definition of international terrorism
and/or transnational terrorism will be determined in this article.

Second, interest in Islamic regions and the Middle East, which
are considered as breeding grounds of the September 11 terrorist

attacks, has soured. Accordingly, a part of this article is assigned
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to study historical background of terrorism in these regions and
figure out its feature.

Third, the most grave threat against ROK is the North Korea, as
we already have witnessed in both cases of sinking of the
Choenan, the ROK Navy patrol ship, and bombardment of
Yeonpyeong in 2010. This article first examined means and types
of North Korean threat, then suggest future counter-measures for
ROK by studying other cases of great powers.

In order to reach the conclusion of this study, 1) it will first
investigate general concept of terrorism and what lies behind it,
then analyze aspects of terrorism within the Middle East and the
Northeast Asia. Based on these, it will study great powers’
measure for counter—terrorism, which will lead to reflection on
problems and remedies for the current ROK counter—terror policies.

First of all, a crisis management system designed to deal with
terrorism needs to be systemized. That system should embody
'recognition - evaluation - alternative development - selection -
implementation - feedback’ «cycle on crisis of terrorism. ROK
government has so far focused on diplomatic measures in
countering terrorism. However, recent trend in international security
environment has shifted its focus from traditional concept of
security, mainly emphasizing high politics such as politics and
military, to comprehensive security, including non-military and
non-political areas. It means that the ROK government has to
change its stance from passive one to active response.

Secondly, ROK government needs to set out for organizational
study of terrorism and training of experts on dealing with
terrorism. Based on consideration of Korean situation, a systemized

doctrine should be developed. Then there is a need for Ilinkage
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between the doctrine and general theories in order for
rationalization = and  systemization. Furthermore, various tactics
designed for each forces are necessary, instead of traditional
concept of regular warfare. It leads to necessity of terrorist
experts for rapid response on terrorism. Confronted with terrorist
threat, they would be expected to come up with a solution, perform
a negotiation, and launch a rescue operation.

Thirdly, ROK still lacks foundation for national cooperation to
counter terrorism. A striking feature of modern warfare is equivocal
distinction between the battle line and the rear area. Therefore, an
effort of military is not enough to achieve successful results in
operations. Under close cooperation with relevant organizations
within its responsible areas, the military should strengthen
situational training exXercise in peacetime. Along with efforts to
establish correct security perception among Korean people, the
ROK government needs to found an integrated defense system
between its civil-governmental-military sectors.

Lastly, state-of-the-art equipments are needed to counter
terrorist means which have advanced in Iline with technology
development. For instance, the ROK government should secure
anti-bio warfare equipment in case of anthrax terrorism which has
been a nightmare for world’s countries since September 11
terrorists attacks. Add to this, countries around the world have to
share their intelligence by enhancing international cooperation,
which 1s essential for successful repression of terrorists attempts

on a global basis.

[Keywords] Terrorism, Counter-terror policy
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